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Fichte held this view as a youth, the occupation of Berlin by
the French Army brought about a complete change, and he
laid the foundations, not only of nationalism, but of Pan-
Germanism by his 'Addresses to the German Nation5. He
produced in all its completeness the legend of a great German
mission, and he claimed that the German character, 'pure,
deep, earnest, and bold', could alone redeem the world from
its follies and vices when it had established a German domina-
tion.

Hegel, following on the same lines, deified the State. He
regarded it as a divine instrument for the regeneration of the
people, but denied that it owed any duty of honesty or good
faith to any other country, because its sole purpose must be its
own magnification. War is not good or bad in itself, but be-
comes good if it can increase the power or wealth of the State.
This line of thought reached its culmination with Nietzsche,
whose hysterical exaltation of force and cruelty and con-
demnation of Christian standards of value have deeply in-
fluenced modern German thought.

This code of morality became orthodox in Prussian Ger-
many and was taught in the universities by the professors of
history and notably by Treitschke. He held that the State
not only may disregard all principles of honour and good
faith, but he regarded war as in itself good and desirable.
clt is precisely political idealism that demands wars, while
materialism condemns them. . . it has always been the tired,
unintelligent and enervated periods that have played with a
dream of perpetual peace. . . . The living God will see to it
that war constantly returns as a dreadful medicine for the
human race,' It is therefore as a disciple of Treitschke that
Hitler writes in Mein Kampf^ 'Humanity has grown in per-
petual struggle, eternal peace will bring it to the grave.' The
Nazi policy of aggression is merely the continuation of a
Prussian policy consistently followed for two and a half cen-
turies, and enshrined for a century and more in the teaching
of German universities.

No more original is the crude racial doctrine which has
inspired the persecution of the Jews. The fanciful legend of
an Aryan race of blood and long-headed men, endowed alone